

CITY OF AUBURN

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

BUSINESS MEETING 

FOR

October 1, 2020
5:00PM

Due to recommendations by the CDC during the Coronavirus crisis, this meeting will be conducted via teleconference. This is allowed by O.C.G.A. §50-14-1(g) as the public is provided simultaneous access to the teleconference meeting. The City of Auburn will utilize the Zoom meeting app to conduct this teleconference meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85803618316?pwd=ell3cW0za1kxRXdkQjI3M1RUei9OUT09&from=msft

Meeting ID: 858 0361 8316
Passcode: 004646
One tap mobile
+13462487799,,85803618316#,,,,,,0#,,004646# US (Houston)
+12532158782,,85803618316#,,,,,,0#,,004646# US (Tacoma)

Dial by your location
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kor0HSLij
Present:
Mayor :

Linda Blechinger


Council Member:
Peggy Langley





Council Member:
Bob Vogel





Council Member:
Bill Ackworth





Council Member:
Jay Riemenschneider

City Staff in Attendance:
City Administrator Alex Mitchem, Chief Hodge, Joyce Brown, Jay Miller, Michael Parks, Michelle Walker, Bel Outwater, Iris Akridge, Josh Campbell, Jack Wilson
Mayor Blechinger called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Alex Mitchem gave the invocation.


Chief Hodge was presented with the LGRMS Law Enforcement Risk Reduction Certification by LGRMS, GACP and GMA personnel in the Council Chambers during the teleconference meeting. 
Item:  Public Hearing for Auburn-Barrow County Millage Rate   

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing on the Auburn-Barrow County Millage Rate.        

Motion:  Made by Council Member Riemenschneider to open the Public Hearing on the Auburn-Barrow County Millage Rate.      

Seconded:  
By Council Member Ackworth. 
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing opened.

Joyce Brown presented.  

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments in favor of approving the setting of the 2020 Millage Rate to 4.931 for the Barrow County portion of the City of Auburn.            

None were given

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments opposing setting the 2020 Millage Rate to 4.931 for the Barrow County portion of the City of Auburn.      

None were given

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing on the Auburn-Barrow County Millage Rate.  
Motion:  Made by Council Member Riemenschneider to close the Public Hearing on the Auburn-Barrow County Millage Rate.  

Seconded:  
By Council Member Vogel.
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing closed.

Item:  Public Hearing for Auburn-Gwinnett County Millage Rate   

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing on the Auburn-Gwinnett County Millage Rate.      

Motion:  Made by Council Member Ackworth to open the Public Hearing on the Auburn-Gwinnett County Millage Rate.      

Seconded:  
By Council Member Vogel. 
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing opened.

Joyce Brown presented.  

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments in favor of approving the setting of the 2020 Millage Rate to 4.951 for the Gwinnett County portion of the City of Auburn.      

None were given

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments opposing setting the 2020 Millage Rate to 4.951 for the Gwinnett County portion of the City of Auburn.      

None were given

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing on the Auburn-Gwinnett County Millage Rate.  

Motion:  Made by Council Member Vogel to close the Public Hearing on the Auburn-Gwinnett County Millage Rate.  

Seconded:  
By Council Member Langley.
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing closed.

Council Reports and Announcements

Council Member Vogel stated that he will be glad when the City can go back to public meetings.

Mayor Blechinger responded that she thinks it will be soon and reported that the number of COVID-19 cases in Gwinnett County have started to decrease.
Mayor Blechinger acknowledged Chairman Charlotte Nash for attending Auburn’s Council Business Meeting Teleconference.
Mayor Blechinger thanked all staff for their diligence in continuing to work through the COVID-19 pandemic keeping the City operational.

Item:
Citizen Comments on Agenda Items
Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens comments for items on tonight’s agenda.  

None were given

Item:
Consent Agenda
Mayor Blechinger asked if any of the consent agenda items needed to be removed for further discussion

None were given

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda:  

a. September 3, 2020 – Council Business Meeting Minutes 
b. September 17, 2020 – Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 
c. Auburn-Barrow County Millage Rate  
       d.   Auburn-Gwinnett County Millage Rate  
       e.   Hayes James TOC Meters      

Motion:
Made by Council Member Vogel to approve the Consent Agenda.  

Seconded:
By Council Member Riemenschneider.         
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  
Item:
Georgia Cities Week Proclamation        

Jay Miller presented

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve Resolution #15-020 celebrating Georgia Cities Week for October 4-10, 2020.   

Motion:
Made by Council Member Langley to approve Resolution #15-020 celebrating Georgia Cities Week for October 4-10, 2020.   

Seconded:
By Council Member Ackworth.
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

Item:
Red Ribbon Week Proclamation       

Alex Mitchem presented

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve Proclamation #14-020 proclaiming October 23 – 31, 2020 as Red Ribbon Week in the City of Auburn.   

Motion:
Made by Council Member Langley to approve Proclamation #14-020 proclaiming October 23 – 31, 2020 as Red Ribbon Week in the City of Auburn.   

Seconded:
By Council Member Ackworth.
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

Item:
CARES Act IGA        

Alex Mitchem presented

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Gwinnett County CARES Act Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) and allow the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the IGA subject to review and approval by the City Attorney.   

Motion:
Made by Council Member Vogel to approve the Gwinnett County CARES Act Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) and allow the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the IGA subject to review and approval by the City Attorney.   

Seconded:
By Council Member Ackworth.
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

Citizen Comments:  Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens Comments.

None were given

Item:
Executive Session – Pending Litigation  

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to go into Executive Session for Pending Litigation.
Motion:

Made by Council Member Vogel to go into Executive Session for Pending Litigation.       

Seconded:
By Council Member Langley.        
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

Jack Wilson:  “ During Executive Session the Council met to discuss pending litigation.  There were no votes taken and no evidence received in the Executive Session.  The original affidavit and resolution have been forwarded to Mayor and Council for signing and will then be forwarded to the clerk to be included in the minutes.”
ADJOURN:  Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion:  
Made by Council Member Langley to adjourn.
Seconded: 
 By Council Member Ackworth. 
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Read and approved this ___________ Day of November 2020 
Attest:

___________________________________________________

Mayor Linda M. Blechinger
MAYOR


Linda M. Blechinger





CITY CLERK


Joyce Brown


City Council


Peggy J. Langley


Robert L. Vogel, III


Bill Ackworth


Jay L. Riemenschneider
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